Matariki and Ngahere Newsletter
Rooms 5, 6, 7 and 8
Term 1, 2022
Kia ora koutou and welcome back to school for an exciting year ahead!

A big thank you to everyone who joined us at our Head Start Hui on Wednesday
2nd February. It was a great opportunity to discuss your child’s strengths, hobbies and
interests, and to discuss their personal and learning goals for the year. If you were unable
to come along you would have been contacted by your child’s teacher and hopefully you
have been able to arrange a time to meet. It is very important to us to make and
maintain these connections with you!

Covid Red setting

Please read the whole school newsletter for information regarding the RED traffic
light setting.
Our S.T.A.R Values
Please take the time to talk about our school values with your child throughout
the year. How do they already exhibit these behaviours at home, at their grandparents, at
the supermarket? These values and the skills, strategies and mind-sets that accompany
them will be important for their whole life, not just while they are at Normanby School!

Normanby School S.T.A.R.s

S - Self-Manage
T - Team
A - Achieve
R - Respect

I make good choices and know when
and how to act independently
I belong and I include others
I always strive to succeed
I respect myself, others and the
environment by what I do, what I say and
how I think

We would love to take this opportunity to introduce the Ngahere and Matariki
teaching team:
Ngahere
Room 5 Year 0-1 Miss Samantha Dalley
samd@normanby.school.nz
Kia ora e te whānau! I am excited to begin my second year teaching at
Normanby School in the Ngahere space. I moved up from Ōtautahi last year
and have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the beautiful area and the
community. I look forward to getting to know the tamariki joining us this year and
creating a positive and nurturing environment together.

Room 6 Year 0-1 Mrs Shelley Whyte
shelleyw@normanby.school.nz
Tena koutou katoa. Hello, my name is Shelley Whyte and I will be the new
entrant teacher for Room 6 at Normanby School. The reality of having my own
classroom is now real! I am excited for the year ahead and ready to benefit
from the wisdom and wealth of knowledge that my fellow staff will provide. I look
forward to meeting all my new tamariki and their whānau as I embark on
providing a safe, caring, and inclusive learning environment for 2022.

Matariki
Room 7 Year 1-2 Mrs Olivia Williamson (Team Teaching)
oliviaw@normanby.school.nz
Kia ora Koutou. I am very excited to welcome all the tamariki to Room 7 this
year, the majority of which I have taught last year in Ngahere! Kat and I will be
team teaching in this class this year and I am looking forward to working
alongside her. We are all ready to kick off a fun and engaging school year
where tamariki feel included and valued. Nga mihi.

Room 7 Year 1-2 Mrs Kat Jones (Team Teaching)
katj@normanby.school.nz
Kia ora e te whānau! I am excited to be back teaching at Normanby School after
having last year on maternity leave. It is so wonderful to be back working and
learning alongside our tamariki. This year I will be team teaching with Olivia and
I am looking forward to sharing Room 7 with her.

Room 8 Year 2-3 Miss Morgan Cowper
morganc@normanby.school.nz
Kia Ora koutou! Welcome back to school for 2022! I am now in my 4th year of
teaching the tamariki at Normanby School and excited to be in Room 8 this year
with the Year 2 and 3 students. I am also looking forward to working alongside
Olivia Williamson and Kat Jones, who are teaching in Room 7.

Deputy Principal and Team Leader Miss Jude Sklenars
judes@normanby.school.nz
Kia ora koutou! I am very happy to tell you that I have enjoyed 15 years of
working at Normanby School. This year is a bit different for me as I will not have
a homeroom of my own! Instead, I will be supporting all our wonderful staff and
students in Ngahere and Matariki. I will help out in Puanga, our senior hub, from
time to time as well. I look forward to working closely with our teachers and
supporting their professional growth. I’m also looking forward to spending time
in every classroom this year!

Home-School Partnership - ‘Hero’
Our school uses a fantastic student management system called ‘Hero’ which is
accessible to you as an app (available on all platforms). This will be used to share
your child’s learning journey with you in real time. Teachers will post regular
updates about your child’s learning and you will be able to easily track the
progress they are making in the core curriculum areas of reading, writing and
maths. We no longer send written reports home twice per year, Hero is our
reporting system so it is crucial that you are all able to install
the app and engage with the content on a personal device. If
you would like more information or support with understanding
how Hero works, please get in touch with your child’s teacher
and they will be more than happy to help.
Hero is our main form of all communication with you and our
school newsletter and any class notices will be shared on Hero. We
also have a school website and a school Facebook page. Please be

sure to read the newsletter in order to keep up to date and fully informed about
school events and activities.
If you ever have any questions or there are things you would like to discuss please
pop in and see us, or make contact via email.

Housekeeping
Home Learning
Our expectations for home learning in Ngahere and Matariki vary slightly between
classrooms:
Ngahere - Room 5 and 6
● Read every night to and with your child. This might be a
favourite book at home or a book they have brought home from
the classroom collection. It is not intended for your child to read
the book to you. Sometimes the teacher will send an instructional text
home that your child will be able to read to you.
● Practise reading high-frequency words. The teacher will put the words they
are learning into their book bag
● Practise letter sounds and letter formation. The teacher will let you know
what letters are a focus each week.
● Some suggestions of fun ways to play with letter sounds will also be shared
with you.
Our main focus is for you to enjoy learning about letters, words and stories
together. If you can sense that your child isn’t in the mood or is too tired, just
leave it for the time being and have another go at a different time.
Everything your child will need for home learning will be placed inside their
book bag. There is a communication notebook for you and your child’s
teacher to record what you did and to share thoughts, noticings, wonderings,
etc.
Matariki - Room 8
● Read a familiar text every night
● Practise sight words or spelling
Matariki - Room 7
● Read a familiar text every night
● Practise sight words or spelling

Uniform and Play
We do try to provide students with aprons to protect their school uniform but we
love playing with water, sand, mud, paint and puddles so it’s always a good idea to
pop a spare change of clothes, including underwear, in your child’s school bag!
(There are many good quality 2nd hand uniform items at very reasonable prices
available from the school office).

Hats, Water Bottles, Fruit Break
During Terms 1 and 4 the wearing of our school uniform green
bucket hat is compulsory. When children do not have a hat to wear
they have to stay under a shaded part of the school and do not get to
play freely in the playground. Please encourage your
child to take responsibility for remembering their hat
and looking after it during school time. Your child will also need to
have a named water bottle at school every day please. Learning is
thirsty work! Some of the classes schedule a brain break during
the morning block and we encourage the children to bring a
piece of fruit every day that they can eat at this time.

Morning Routine
Teachers are in class from 8:30am. As we are in the ‘Red’ setting of the traffic light
system, we are encouraging whanau to remain outside. However, our youngest
students do sometimes need extra support to get settled so if you have to come
in, please scan, sign in and sanitise at the office and wear a mask at all times,
thank you.
Our day begins with a school hui on the front courts. We say our whakatauki for
the day and sing a waiata together. Mrs Jones or Miss Sklenars will greet and
address the school and then we get our bodies and our brains ready for learning
by doing a daily fitness Jump Jam session. This is lots of fun and a great way to
start each day together as a whole school!

3pm Pick-Up
Our school day ends at 3pm and children are expected to be at school until the last
bell rings. It is important that we are aware of how your child will be getting
home each day.
● Children who cross the 70km zone (State Highway 3) will meet with a duty
teacher at 3pm and must wear a hi-vis vest for safety (we can supply this for
you if you do not have one).
● Children who walk home and have to cross Hunter Street will also meet with
a duty teacher and will be crossed over as a group.
● Children who are being picked up will be brought out to the front of the
school by their class teacher. We will not release any of the students unless
we can see that you are here to collect them. If driving, please merge with
other cars into the zoned collection point, then drive carefully around the
roundabout to exit. We ask that you are careful
and patient, please.
Thank you for your cooperation with this!
● School Vans - Children will meet a designated
duty teacher. Masks must be worn on school
vans at this stage, regardless of the child’s age.
Thank you again for your cooperation.

Swimming

This term all our Ngahere and Matariki students will all be receiving a series
of 6 swimming lessons with trained instructors at the Hawera Aquatic
Centre. Dates and times are listed below. Please help your child to be
successful at getting organised for swimming for each lesson. Please send
them to school with their togs and towel (named) in a waterproof bag.

Normanby School - 2022 Swimming Lessons
Room 5 & 6 Classes
Year 0/1
Lesson

Date

12.45 to 1.25pm

1.45 to 2.25pm

1

Thursday 24 February

Room 5

Room 6

2

Thursday 3 March

Room 5

Room 6

3

Wednesday 16 March

Room 5

Room 6

4

Tuesday 22 March

Room 5

Room 6

5

Wednesday 23 March

Room 5

Room 6

6

Thursday 24 March

Room 5

Room 6

Room 7 & 8 Classes
Year 1/2/3
Lesson

Date

12.45 to 1.25pm

1.45 to 2.25pm

1

Friday 25 March

Room 7

Room 8

2

Tuesday 29 March

Room 7

Room 8

3

Wednesday 30 March

Room 7

Room 8

4

Thursday 31 March

Room 7

Room 8

5

Friday 1 April

Room 7

Room 8

6

Tuesday 5 April

Room 7

Room 8

Term 1 Learning
For the first four weeks of the term we will be focussing on learning about
how to become a Normanby School STAR: getting to know each other,
establishing our class routines and expectations, building relationships with
each other, becoming familiar with our school’s S.T.A.R values, learning how
to be part of our class team, and for our very new children, finding our way
around and getting familiar with the playground and break times.
We will also be learning about The Treaty of Waitangi and constructing our
own class treaties. We will learn and share our pepeha/mihi and start
thinking about the significance of people and places in our lives.
Later in the term we focus our learning on a key question related to the
land/whenua.
Teaching and learning in the core areas of English and Maths began from
day 1 and teachers will be using a variety of approaches to support students
to achieve their learning goals in these areas.
You can keep in touch with how your child is going with their learning by
checking Hero regularly. It’s a great idea to turn your notifications on for Hero
on your device. This way, you’ll be sure not to miss anything!

Better Start Literacy Approach
Our school is implementing an enhancement to our reading curriculum in our Year 0/1 classrooms (Room 5 and
6) called the Better Start Literacy Approach. This approach has been developed in New Zealand by a team of
experienced researchers from the University of Canterbury, following years of research on the best ways to
support children’s early reading, writing and oral language success.
In class, we will share exciting storybooks that will help grow the number of new and interesting words that
your children can use and understand when talking. We will also be playing games that develop your child’s
phonological awareness knowledge – or their awareness of the sounds within words. This area is particularly
important to help your child learn to read and spell.
We are also making some changes to our reading groups. You may notice a change in the kinds of books coming
home in your child’s bookbag. The Better Start Literacy Approach uses carefully chosen texts to provide
opportunities to practice reading. The words in the books are closely related to the letters and sounds we are
teaching in class. There will be lots of opportunities to practice sounding out words made from letters and
sounds that they know or are learning – building their confidence and skill as readers.
If you speak another language at home, you can continue to talk with your child about the stories, what the
words mean and help them to listen to the sounds in your home language. You will also be invited to attend
two workshops about things you can do at home to help your children develop as readers.
As part of the evaluation of the Better Start Literacy Approach, researchers from the University of Canterbury
would like to use your child’s anonymised data to measure the impact of this type of literacy teaching at a wider
scale. If you would like more information about this, please contact your child’s teacher or the research team
on betterstart@canterbury.ac.nz within 4 weeks of receiving this notice, if you would prefer that your child’s
anonymised data is not included in the research. For more information on the Better Start Literacy Approach,
visit the website: www.betterstartapproach.com.

Ngahere - Learning Through Play

The transition from early childhood education to school is so important for your
child’s social, emotional and academic development. At Normanby School we are
focused on creating the most effective transition into school for all students
through blending play with more structured learning approaches. The classroom
organisation and style of teaching may look a little different to what you are used
to seeing in a Year 0-1 classroom. This is deliberate as we are using a collaborative
approach to ensure the best outcomes for our students, as well as utilising the
skills of individual teachers and teaching approaches based on up to date research.
Ngahere, Rooms 5 and 6, engage in a play-based programme for part of each day.
Benefits for your child
● Students are well supported in their transition to school life
● Needs-based teaching, focusing on your child’s next steps whether it be
social, emotional or academic
● Children enjoy learning while developing critical social and emotional skills
and the Key Competencies of: Relating to Others, Thinking, Using
Language, Symbols and Text, Participating and Contributing, and
Managing Self. Key Competencies are an integral part of the New Zealand
Curriculum (NZC) which enable the children to obtain the skills required to
be lifelong learners.

Learning through Play - What is it?
We believe that play has a vital role in a child’s development. Play is a natural part
of a child’s life. Through play, children learn many skills that will set them up for
deeper learning later on in their schooling. While children play they are learning
how to solve problems, manage themselves, make decisions, communicate their
needs and wants, share and negotiate with others…..the list goes on.
School is a long game and at five the most valuable thing we can provide is an
environment that is enjoyable and engaging. Our Ngahere class (Room 5 and 6) is
designed to make the transition to school from early-childhood settings as smooth
as possible. During the day the children are given opportunities to participate in
free play, where they choose what they do, as well as more directed play, where the
teacher has more input. While the class plays, individuals or small groups of
children are taken aside to work on skills such as reading, writing or mathematical
concepts. This allows their needs to be met in a more direct and targeted way.
Sometimes a play-based activity will be set up by the teacher with a particular
concept in mind. There are also times during the day where whole class or larger
instruction occurs, for example when learning phonics / alphabet or reading a
shared book.
A child learns best when they’re interested, happy and engaged and a play-based
approach allows us to do this. The challenge for the teacher is keeping up with all
the interests!

Loose Parts
‘Loose parts’ are a vital part of learning through play.
‘Loose parts’ is equipment that is open ended - it can be
used in a variety of ways without one specific purpose.
These allow us to use our imagination, creativity and
problem-solving skills, while we play. Occasionally we
may need help to gather more loose parts and any
donated items would be really appreciated. The list below
gives you an idea of the loose parts we could use. If you
also have things not on the list that you think may be
useful, let us know!
Examples of Loose Parts
Pegs

Feathers

Dress ups

Lids

Small bean bags

Beads

Spades

Ribbon

Cellophane

Bottles

Wrapping paper

wool/string

Buttons

Boxes

Pipes

Material

Pipe cleaners

Tarpaulins

Important Dates
Week 2

Waitangi Day public holiday
Water Fun Day

Week 4

Swimming lessons begin

Week 10

Swimming lessons end

Monday 7th February
Thursday 10th February
Thursday 24th March
Thursday April 14th

If you have any questions in regards to Ngahere and Matariki classes or school life
in general, please make a time to speak with your child’s classroom teacher. Or
send us an email if you prefer.
Remember, Hero is where you can stay in touch and keep informed about
everything that is happening at school!
Kind Regards,
Jude, Sam, Shelley, Olivia, Kat and Morgan

