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Normanby School Newsletter 8
Tuesday 9 June 2020
Principal’s Message
Tēnā koutou katoa – Warmest greetings to you all.
It has been outstanding having our tamariki return to school and getting back into rebuilding
our relationships kanohi ki te kanohi (face to face). We are very pleased to hear the news that
New Zealand has now moved to Alert Level One.
First and foremost, I would like to thank you for the support and adaptability you have shown
in Level 3 and more recently in Level 2. Thank you for being so supportive of everything that
we have been going through. You have followed our Alert Level rules, you have supported
your children, and probably one of the hardest restrictions was the not coming onto our school
grounds. It really does take a village to raise a child, and keep everyone safe.
I also want to say a huge thank you to our staff. Each and every one have worked hard to keep
things going well for children and have done an incredible job of settling children back into
school once we moved into Alert Level 2.
Thank you to our Board of Trustees as well, they have been proactive in making sure that all
policies and procedures are being followed and are always genuinely interested in how
everything is going.
Last but not least, our children are real heroes - they have done incredibly well just doing what
was needed. They have been working so very hard since being back at school, slotted back
into learning well and are showing a kind and caring attitude towards others. They have been
brave when they have had to leave their families at the gate and have grown in independence.
The restriction of whānau to the school site is a big dilemma for us as we place a lot of value
on having parents in and around our school both in the afternoon and the mornings. Our value
set is that we are a school where community and family presence play a large role in what we
do. This significantly adds to the learning and emotional stability of our children. We like being
able to connect with families about the challenges and successes children are having each
day, and to answer questions as they arise. Our goal of creating strong partnerships together
is strongly tied to having family in and around our school.
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Throughout the Covid19 pandemic, there have been aspects of the education system that we
have had to change and this has given us the opportunity to question and reflect on why and
how we do things with the long term benefits to the children always at the forefront of any
decision making process. We want to continue some of the changes we have implemented as
we have seen the positive impact to our school as a whole. An unexpected discussion has
taken place by both parents and teachers, about how we have traditionally done things in
terms of entering and exiting the school.
So what have we noticed?





We have noticed that our children are entering their class with a much higher level of
independence and self-management, and are far more settled in the morning. This
change has been noticeable since we returned to school after lockdown.
We have also noticed that teachers are able to spend a lot more time talking with the
children in the morning and connecting with them prior to school starting.
We have also noticed that children are not being distracted in the afternoons by seeing
adults outside their classroom.

We really want to continue to build on the children's bravery and resilience that they have built
during the lockdown and the success they have had around getting themselves organised for
school. Therefore, we would like to continue with some aspects of the Level 2 processes.
What does moving to Level 1 mean for Normanby School?
This means that we will be returning back to a form of normality with whānau and our
community having some access to our kura again. While the constraints in Level 1 are even
fewer than in Level 2, there are some golden rules that the Prime Minister is promoting and
this is shared later in the newsletter. These golden rules are ones that I think are important for
a healthy life in general!
We have thoroughly enjoyed greeting the students every morning and we have felt that the
drop off zone has worked very efficiently. For now, we would like to maintain our morning
routine of a kiss and go at drop off. The children (especially juniors) have benefitted from this
increased independence and really developed their self-managing skills over these last few
weeks with this routine. Staff will be on duty at the main gate every morning from 8.45am to
9am to greet your child/ren.
Shorter lunch breaks during the winter time has been beneficial as the children are more
settled and focussed on their learning when they return from play. This has also helped, we
believe, to keep staff and students healthier during wet, windy and cold days. We have also
seen the same situation with children coming to school and going straight to their classroom.
Children have been able to interact with their classroom teacher, complete a puzzle, or do
some art work before the start of school – this has led to a very calm and focussed start to the
day.
We do recognise the importance of touching base and our students sharing their learning,
classroom and play with parents. Therefore, we will trial “Whanau Mornings” once per week
for the rest of the term. Parents are invited into classrooms on School Assembly mornings
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from 8.45am to 9.10am to play / interact with the children. Between now and the end of the
term, school assemblies will be held on Thursday 18 June, Thursday 25 June and Thursday
2 July starting at 9.15am.
BEFORE SCHOOL at LEVEL 1 from 10th June 2020
 We are still encouraging you to drop, kiss and go at the Hunter Street school front gate
on the majority of days.
 Students are able to enter the school grounds at the main gate between 8.45 and 9am.
Learners will go straight to class to be ready and build relationships with their peers and
teacher.
 As we are still required to use safe hygiene practices, children will still be greeted at the
main front door from 8.45am. All other classroom doors will remain locked.
 On a School Assembly Day parents/caregivers are invited to go into the classrooms to
celebrate their child's learning and are welcome to stay on for our school assembly to
start at 9.15am.
 Students will continue to NOT play outside before school over the winter months
 The first bell will ring at 9am. We will have our whakatauki, waiata and Jump Jam on
the main courts at 9am (when it is not raining). If the weather is unpleasant we will
continue to have our morning Google Meet for each classroom.
 From 8.45am to 9am staff members will be on duty at the main gate and front door to
greet students.
 From 8.45am to 9am student leaders will be on duty at the Hunter Street road crossing.
AFTER SCHOOL at LEVEL 1 from 10th June 2020
 School will finish at 2.30pm (due to shortened lunch break).
 Parents are welcome onto the school grounds from 2.30pm to collect their children from
the following areas:
 Ngahere and Matariki Hub (Rooms 5, 6, 7 & 8) – Courtyard between the library and
the Hall.
 Puanga Hub (Rooms 2, 3 & 4) – Front Courtyard (outside front door)
 These parent areas are a great place to connect with other parents.
 Walkers will meet in Room 6 at 2.30pm and the duty teacher will cross them over on
Hunter Street.
 Children who cross Waihi Road will meet in Room 1 where another duty teacher will
cross them at 2.30pm.
 Children who use the school vans or are collected by the ‘Sunnies’ van will wait in the
Library Hallway for the duty teacher.
The timetable for the day will be as follows:
8.45am
9am

10.30am
11am
12.30pm

Children allowed on school site
Whakatauki, Waiata and Jump Jam on front courts / or Google Meet in
classroom if weather is unpleasant
Block One learning
Morning Tea (10.50am eating time)
Block Two learning
Lunch (12.50pm eating time)
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1pm
2.30pm

Block Three learning
School Finishes

One of the directives from the MOE still remains, and that is that children and staff who are
sick must stay at home. If your child comes to school and they are unwell, you will be called
to collect them.
A friendly reminder that you need to make contact with the school office by 8.30am if your child
is going to be away from school. We have a 24/7 answerphone system so a message can be
left at any time. Please state your name, child’s name and reason for absence each day. Thank
you.
School vans will now be fully operational at Covid19 Level One. We have children on a waiting
list to use the school vans so letters have gone home today to the families who normally use
the vans to confirm our numbers and times for pick up and drop off. If you did not receive a
school van newsletter, but would like one, please contact Kay in the office and she will send
one home with your child.
Thank you to our school whanau for what you have done to ensure our school community has
remained Covid19 free. We have all worked together… from individuals to families, to small
communities, to cities, and as a whole nation. Everyone can be very proud of what we have
achieved. Please continue to show kindness and a caring attitude towards others.
Ngā mihi nui
Janelle Jones - Principal.
Phone (06) 272 8023
principal@normanby.school.nz
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Alert Level One Golden Rules
In response to the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday about Alert level 1 and the
Golden Rules for everyone to follow, we are currently revising our health and safety guidelines
to ensure we follow all protocols to keep our community safe.
Alert Level 1 sees everyone being able to return without restriction to work, school, sports and
domestic travel, and you can get together with as many people as you want. Controls at the
borders remain for those entering New Zealand, including health screening and testing for all
arrivals, and mandatory 14-day managed quarantine or isolation.
It’s also important that we keep the basic hygiene measures that worked so well through higher
Alert Levels going. These include washing your hands and coughing or sneezing into your
elbow. Remember to remain vigilant and being aware of physical distancing when out and
about amongst strangers is a good habit to keep.
We should all continue to keep track of where we’ve been and who we’ve seen to assist with
rapid contact tracing if it is required. Businesses should assist customers to keep track of
where they’ve been by displaying the Ministry of Health QR code.
This will be our new normal but, while we do return to pre-COVID life, we must remember we
remain in a global pandemic.
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The Golden Rules for everyone at Alert Level 1
1. If you’re sick, stay home. Don’t go to work or school. Don’t socialise.
2. If you have cold or flu symptoms call your doctor or Healthline and make sure you get
tested.
3. Wash your hands. Wash your hands. Wash your hands.
4. Sneeze and cough into your elbow, and regularly disinfect shared surfaces.
5. If you are told by health authorities to self-isolate, you must do so immediately.
6. If you’re concerned about your wellbeing, or have underlying health conditions, work
with your GP to understand how best to stay healthy.
7. Keep track of where you’ve been and who you’ve seen to help contact tracing if needed.
Use the NZ COVID Tracer app as a handy way of doing this.
8. Businesses should help people keep track of their movements by displaying the Ministry
of Health QR Code for contact tracing.
9. Stay vigilant. There is still a global pandemic going on. People and businesses should
be prepared to act fast to step up Alert Levels if we have to.
10. People will have had different experiences over the last couple of months. Whatever
you’re feeling — it’s okay. Be kind to others. Be kind to yourself.
At all levels, upon advice from the local medical officer of health, any educational facilities
connected to a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 must close on an individual or group
basis for 72 hours to allow contact tracing, and then potentially for a further 14 days.
So for the most part, Alert Level 1 is very much business as usual for us, and good hygiene
practices and people who are unwell staying away remain a priority.

Children’s Health and Wellbeing
For children’s health, the best information source is the Ministry of Health website. Early
detection of any illness is important so it might be useful to advise families and whānau that
they can call Healthline 0800 611 116 any time they suspect symptoms of any condition but
are not sure what to do.

‘Keep it real online’ campaign
The Department of Internal Affairs with Netsafe and the Office of Film and Literature
Classification is about to launch a ‘Keep it real online’ campaign. The campaign will support
parents and caregivers to reduce the risks of online harm such as cyber-bullying,
inappropriate content, pornography and grooming.
Parents and caregivers can find information including tips on how to have conversations with
their kids at www.keepitrealonline.govt.nz.
TV, radio and print ads will commence from Monday 8 June and will run through to the end
of July. Printed and online adverts will be produced in English, Te Reo Māori, Samoan,
Mandarin and Hindi.
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Community Engagement on future education provision in Hawera.
As you might be aware, Gabrielle Wall has been contracted to facilitate the engagement
process regarding Future Provision for Education in South Taranaki and in Term 1 a number
of workshops were held with students, staff, parents and members of the wider community.
This process has been delayed due to the COVID-19 lockdown, but the next stage of the
engagement process is now underway and involves an online survey which includes the
feedback and ideas gathered through the face-to-face workshops.
The survey will be open until Sunday 21st June and information and the survey link can be
accessed here: https://www.dandgconsulting.co.nz/hawera-and-wider-south-taranaki
The whole survey will take approximately 15 - 20 minutes to complete, but it is possible to
complete a shorter version in about five minutes.
For those who wish to complete the survey online but do not have access to a device or the
Internet, the computer labs (Dixon block) at Hawera High School are available for people to
complete the survey in the following timeslots:
• Tuesday 9th June, 5.30pm – 7.00pm
• Thursday 11th June, 5.30pm – 7.00pm
Gabrielle Wall will also be available during these sessions via zoom for any questions you may
have. I would encourage you all to read the information and complete the survey.
This survey is not only for parents of current students but other stakeholders in our community.
if you know of people who might like to partake in the survey please send them the link.

Learning Conferences
We will be holding learning conferences with you and your child in the first week of Term 3, on
Thursday 23 July from 9am to 8pm. The school will only be open for learning conferences.
You will bring your child to school for the 15-minute appointment and then take them home
with you. If you think that there will be an issue with caring for your child on this day, please
let the principal know before the end of this term.
Each interview is 15 minutes long. Please ensure you arrive on time to each interview. To
book your interview time:
1. Go to schoolinterviews.co.nz
2. Enter the event code: 9kgjs or you can click directly onto the link below:
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=9kgjs
3. Alternatively if you don’t want to book online, please email or phone kay and she will
make a time for you (admin@normanby.school.nz)

School Mobile Dental Van
Due to Covid-19 the Mobile Dental Unit will not be attending
Normanby School this year. If your child has any dental problems,
please phone the Hawera Hospital Dental Clinic on 278 9882 to
make an appointment.
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Celebrating Support Staff
This week is NZEI national support staff week and it is important to
express thanks and gratitude to these amazing people who do so much
to support our school community. We would like to acknowledge our
Office Manager (Mrs Kay Le Pine), our Learning Assistants (Mrs Karen
Brogden, Mrs Kerri Cleary, Mrs Jill Matthews, Ms Adrienne Cooper, Mrs
Amber Long), our van drivers (Mr Fred Kumeroa and Mrs Karen
Brogden), our cleaner (Mrs Raewyn Shaw) and our caretaker (Mr
Cameron Jones) for their commitment and contribution to Normanby
School.

Scholastic Lucky Book Club
Due to recent disruptions to the school year, there will be just one issue of Book Club this term.
Instead of Issue 3 or Issue 4 it is called Term 2 Book Club and it is a Bumper issue, so have
fun perusing its pages and discovering all the goodies hidden inside. The brochures were
issued on Thursday 28 May. Orders close at 2.30pm on Friday 12 June. If you didn’t receive
a copy, please phone the office on 272 8023 and we will send one home with your child.

Celebration Days
Our children are superheroes and we would like to celebrate this with them. One day every
week we have an extra fun day planned for the children. Last week we had Fabulously Fun
Friday! This week we have Thoughtful Thursday. Our student leaders have prepared some
templates for children to share notes to their peers or an adult showing gratitude and
appreciation for them. We are also going to allow children to wear their PJ’s for the day (they
can also bring their special soft toy too if they want). We will be asking for donations on this
day to give to Kitchen Kai, who are active supporters of our school. It is not compulsory but if
the children would like to make a donation for this cause on Thursday then that would be much
appreciated.




Thursday 11 June
Tuesday 16 June
Wednesday 24 June

Thoughtful Thursday
Choosing Tuesday
Wacky Wednesday

Netball
Thank you to all of the parents for returning the latest Netball notice. Our school has now
confirmed and entered the teams to play in Term 3. All teams will be playing on a Saturday.
Any questions please direct these to Clarissa, clarissad@normanby.school.nz

Absentees & Office Information
The school office is open each day from 8.00am to 3.30pm. If your child is going to be absent
for any reason can you please phone the office, email Kay (admin@normanby.school.nz) or
send a message via Skool Loop prior to 8.30am. There is a message option on our phone
system. These options are all available 24/7.
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Ngahere’s Cloaks of Dreams
The children in Ngahere heard the story of Star’s very special dream cloak that fell to pieces.
They talked about their own dreams and wishes and hopes and drew them on a dream cloth,
which they then made into new korowai for Star. They came up with wonderful ideas of how
we could put the dream cloak back together. We acted out the story, thinking carefully about
how we could use our body and facial expressions to show how Star might feel and act when
the dream cloak was ruined, and then when she discovered the brand new korowai with
amazing dreams woven in. This learning has helped our very young students to understand
that sometimes bad things happen (like a pandemic!), but we always have our hopes and
dreams to help us think about all the great things we have to look forward to in our lives.
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“All you need is love”
Some reading and thinking in the aftermath of Lockdown .....
When it comes to RESILIENCE, there are six key mind-sets each of us needs in times of
uncertainty. We need to be
 Courageous: You need courage if you are going to change anything in your life
 Tenacious: You need the determination to face the challenge and conquer it
 Limitless: If you look and believe, there are so many opportunities in the future
 Grateful: You must have gratitude if you are going to learn the lesson of what
Lockdown really means to you at this time of your life
 Empowered: You need to give yourself permission to step into your light, your
potential and your possibilities
 Self-Love: The ability to stop being your harshest critic and become your best friend,
your strongest cheerleader and your greatest coach
“It’s not about picking all six, it’s about picking one and focusing on it with such intensity that
every cell in your body believes it. This mind-set, coupled with a high level of intensity,
changes how you turn up every day. It influences how you walk, talk, think, what you say to
others and, most importantly, what you say to yourself.”
These tips are written and shared from Keith Abraham of “Happy School”

Birthdays
Happy birthday to the following children who have their birthday in June.

June Birthdays
Helayna Seth
Luke Perrett
Hunter Ruffle
Kahn-Jahmal Anderson
Max Surgenor
Layla Cole
Kingston Brooks
Kyryn Augustine
Angus Clarke
Reggie Rei
Elijah Harris

11 June
12 June
13 June
15 June
15 June
16 June
18 June
21 June
23 June
23 June
24 June

6 years
11 years
6 years
9 years
11 years
6 years
5 years
8 years
5 years
6 years
10 years

School Beanie with Names Embroidered
We are now taking orders for bottle green beanies (one size)
embroidered with your child's name for $10 each. Payment is required
with the order please. Please either phone Kay or email her your order:
admin@normanby.school.nz. Payment can be made to our school
account or you can send cash in a named envelope with your child.
Orders for these close on Friday 12 June.
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End of Year Celebrations
For planning for your end of year, here are the dates we will be having our special
celebrations:
Monday 7 December

Year 6 Celebration Dinner and Graduation
Thursday 10 December

End of Year Concert
Wednesday 16 December

School Prizegiving 10.30am to 12noon
Thursday 17 December

Last day of school – finish at 12noon

Assembly Certificates
Congratulations to our Normanby STARS who received certificates at our assembly last
week on Thursday 4 June.

Class Certificates
Mrs V’s choice:
Mr Jones choice:
Room 2:
Room 3:
Room 4:
Room 5:
Room 6:
Room 7:
Room 8:

Judy Ashby
Isabella Ogle
Kyin Crawford
Curtis Bennett
Emma Apera
Ella Robinson
Bella-Tiare Laupama
Nevaeh Cuthbert
Lahny Poingdestre

12

Principal’s Certificates (Plus a Duffy Book Prize)
Displaying perseverance towards gaining success
Mrs V’s choice:
Kyryn Augustine
Mr Jones choice:
Kaia Prince
Room 2:
Jasmine Campbell
Room 3:
Samara Stewart
Room 4:
Indyka Hill
Room 5:
Jorja Paul
Room 6:
Reuben-James Eru-Graham
Room 7:
Isabella Pratt
Room 8:
Nixon Holdem

Normanby School Bank Account Details
If you are making online payments the information required is:
Normanby School Office Account
TSB: 15 3950 0406446 03
Normanby School PTA Account
TSB: 15 3950 0342198 00
Please make sure your surname and reference for what the
payment is, e.g. Big Day Out, Touch Rugby, Hot lunches.
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Term Dates 2020 Updated
Start and End Dates
Start
Wednesday 15 April
End
Friday 3 July

Term Two – 12 weeks
Holidays (School Closed)
Public Holidays
ANZAC Day observed: Monday 27 April
Queen’s Birthday: Monday 1 June
School Holidays
Saturday 4 July to Sunday 19 July

Term Three – 10 weeks
Start and End Dates
Start
Monday 20 July
End
Friday 25 September

Holidays (School Closed)
Public Holidays
Nil
Teacher Only Days
Friday 14 August
School Holidays
Saturday 27 September to Sunday 11 October

Term Four – 10 weeks
Start and End Dates
Start
Monday 12 October
End
Thursday 17 December

Holidays (School Closed)
Public Holidays
Labour Day: Monday 26 October
Teacher Only Days
Friday 20 November
School Holidays
Friday 18 December to Sunday 31 January.
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Term Two Dates
Week

Date

Nine

Wednesday 10 June



PTA Meeting 7pm – School Library

Thursday 11 June





Thoughtful Thursday
PJ Day – donations to Kitchen Kai
Kelly Sports for Room 2

Friday 12 June






Takeaway Lunch orders
Kelly Sports for Rooms 3 & 4
Last day to order and pay for Beanies
Book Club orders close at 2.30pm

Monday 15 June



Takeaway Lunch orders

Tuesday 16 June



Choosing Tuesday

Thursday 18 June




Assembly at 9.10am
BOT meeting in School Library at 6.30pm

Friday 19 June



Takeaway Lunch orders



Takeaway Lunch orders

Wednesday 24 June



Wacky Wednesday (Wacky Hair!)

Thursday 25 June



Assembly at 9.10am

Friday 26 June



PTA BBQ lunch




Manic Monday (details to be confirmed)
Takeaway Lunch orders

Wednesday 1 July



PTA Meeting 7pm in school library

Thursday 2 July



Assembly at 9.10am

Friday 3 July




Last day of Term Two
Takeaway Lunch orders

Ten

Eleven Monday 22 June

Twelve Monday 29 June

Event

