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Normanby School Newsletter 5
Friday 3 April 2020
Principal’s Message
Tēnā koutou katoa – Warmest greetings to you all.
Ngā mihi ki a koutou i ēnei wa hurihuri - Best wishes to you in these turbulent times.
I have tried to write this newsletter several times this week, but each time I do, more
information comes to light. We are in such a rapidly changing time– much is unknown
BUT what we do know is that right now we must look out for each other and connect
via emails, texts, messenger, face time – whatever means you have to ensure your
whanau and friends are OK. Thank you to everyone for their care and love over the
past couple of weeks. It has been amazing observing our staff and community pitch in
and collaborate together in this unprecedented time for our country. All of that work
allowed us to transition into the school closure in a calm and measured way.
We miss our tamariki. Please give them a big hug from us and let them know we are
thinking of them daily!
Tragic News
I initially intended sending out this newsletter on Monday 30 March but received a call
informing me of some very tragic news. This news put everything else into perspective.
With permission from whanau, I shared the following news on our School Facebook
Page:
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Tēnā koutou katoa
Warmest greetings to you all.
With permission from whanau, I am so sorry to be the bearer of bad news.
It is with an extremely heavy heart and with the deepest regret that I share the
tragic passing of Jacob Hori earlier today. This will be a massive shock to
everyone, especially to whanau, friends and our Normanby School community.
Our sincere condolences and aroha go to Paula, Maia, Kayla and Kahn at this
tremendously challenging time. Many of you will know the family well and will be
shocked to hear this very sad news. This is a double tragedy in that we cannot
share our love and thoughts openly with the family, due to the COVID-19 lockdown.
However, Paula, please know that our school community will be there for you and
the children, walking beside you, and supporting you now and in the future.
We understand whanau and friends want to be with each other at this hard time,
but we ask that you please respect the wishes of Paula and the children, and let
them process what is happening right now.
As much as you may want to, due to the restrictions from COVID-19, we ask that
you do not visit their house or send kai – there are certain guidelines that they must
adhered to at this time.
We are currently working through how we can offer koha for the family and I will put
this on Facebook as soon as I know the details of the account number.
For now, I suggest that you talk to your children and explain what has happened (if
you think it appropriate). It would be very special if your child would like to make a
card for either Maia, Kayla and / or Kahn. Put these cards somewhere safe until I
work through the logistics of gathering these together (again there will be rules
about collecting the cards).
Please give your children a big hug from all of the staff here at Normanby School.
They are all so special to us and we miss them very much. We really do feel very
helpless in this situation.
Please also see the photo message from the family.
Kia hora te marino
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana
Hei huarahi mā tātou
I te rangi nei
Aroha atu aroha mai
Tātou i a tātou i ngā wā katoa
Hui e tāiki e
May peace be widespread
May the sea be smooth like greenstone
A pathway for us all this day
Give love, receive love
Let us show respect for each other
Bind us all together.
Ngā mihi nui
Janelle Jones - Principal.
On behalf of the Normanby School Staff and Board of Trustees.
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Many people have made offers of kai. Although the family are very grateful, they are
not accepting any kai due to the COVID-19 restrictions. However, a bank account is
now ready for any koha you may wish to gift. ❤
All Koha will be passed onto Paula and Children.
Account details
P B R Hond
38-9003-0692154-03
Please include your name as a reference.
Your child might like to make cards for the family, especially Maia, Kayla and Kahn.
Please make these and put them aside until later. At the moment we are not allowed
to deliver cards. We will collect these when Ministry of Health guidelines allow us.
Message from Paula and whanau:

Tena koutou
No words can express how grateful and thankful we are for all the love and support you
have all shared at this very sad time. We want to reassure you Jacob’s passing was not
COVID-19 related and we have kept safe from this with everyone’s cooperation with the
restricted regulations we have had to abide by.
To Jacob (Buddahs) Brothers, Sisters, Cousins, Aunties, Uncles and Whanau I can’t
imagine how you are all feeling and want to thank you for the courage and commitment
you have demonstrated to ensuring we are supported and united with decisions that have
had to be made under these very unprecedented times.
To Maurice, Karen and Paula’s siblings Jacob would be at peace knowing Paula and their
children have your unconditional love and support as always. You all too have had to keep
your physical distance that is so insanely unfair right now.
Jacob Hakopa Hori aged 37 years. Passed away peacefully at home on 30 March 2020.
He will be cremated. Once current restrictions have been lifted you will be notified of an
Interment of his ashes that will be held at Whai Iti Urupa, Hawera.
While our Hearts are Aching, Our collective love and support will Strengthen us all. ❤
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School Holidays
Today ends the first week of the school holidays. I know many of you will still be coming
to grips with the new normal, but you’ve got this! Remember that at 9am on TV1 there
is a Les Mills class and at 3pm on TV2 one specifically for children. This will be great
for our more active kids who may be struggling within your property boundary!
Also consider doing what you might otherwise do in the holidays, but at home. If you
have a tent get the kids to put it up, get the camp cooking equipment out and get them
to make damper or cook their own baked beans.
School Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/Normanby-Primary-School-NZ-112485312165840/
Please check out our school Facebook Page. O have been sharing lots of activities
and links with ideas of what you can do with your children while isolated at home.
School Website
https://www.normanby.school.nz/
Please keep checking our school website. We have two links specifically for this
period of time
1. COVID-19 Announcements
2. Home Learning Resources
Government announcement about children aged 0 – 14 of Essential Workers
Here is some important information on what essential workers need to know when
making their own arrangements for their children’s care:


Essential workers will need to use their existing networks for in home care, for
example a neighbour, relative, friend or current carer/nanny who can come to
their house, or provide childcare in their own home.



There are Public Health rules that must be observed:
- The person caring for your child becomes part of your self-isolating
group
- This group must remain the same for the whole period
- The carer must not care for children from other households (other
than their own) over the same period
- If a child or carer becomes unwell, they must stay at home



If essential workers do not have access to childcare through their own
networks, the government will fund other licensed childcare providers (for
example through PORSE, Barnados and Edubase / Home Grown Kids) to
provide in home care to the children aged 0-14 of essential workers. The
carer would be subject to the same Public Health rules as set out above.



For the purposes of providing care to children of essential workers, the in
home carer will be classified as an essential worker in both cases.



Initial list of contact details for providers:
- Barnados website - email covid19enquiries@barnardos.org.nz or call 0800
BARNARDOS (0800 227 627)
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- Edubase / Home Grown Kids website or call 0508 44 54 37 or email
info@hgk.co.nz
- PORSE website 0800 023 456
Important Message from BOT
This is an important message from the Normanby School Board of Trustees regarding
the extraordinary situation we find ourselves in as we fight together to stop the spread
of Covid-19.

We are reminding you all that our country is in TOTAL LOCKDOWN - and this
means our school is closed - our grounds are closed - our playgrounds are closed.
Sadly, this message has either not got to everyone, or some are choosing to ignore
it.
Please team, we need to STOP THE SPREAD of COVID-19.
There are plenty of other places to take a walk and get outside (while adhering to
physical distancing - 2m minimum), so please:
STAY OUT OF THE SCHOOL GROUNDS
STAY OFF THE PLAYGROUNDS
Please note:


You are NOT able to come into the school grounds and let your child play on
the playgrounds.



You are NOT able to come into the school grounds and allow your child to ride
their bike.



You are NOT able to come into school and play basketball or shoot hoops.



Please do NOT walk through the school grounds for your exercise.

If you live on our boundary and see children or adults in the school grounds please
tell them to leave (use your teacher voice if you need to!).
We have one window of opportunity to stop this virus and we all have to play our
part. Let's work together so our period of isolation is the shortest possible.
If you see someone entering our school grounds remind them we are in TOTAL
LOCKDOWN, and if they persist, you may call the dedicated 105 number, or online
at: 105.police.govt.nz, or use this email address: NHCCselfisolation@health.govt.nz
Regards, the Board of Trustees
STAY AT HOME AND STAY SAFE
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South Taranaki District Council - Internet Access
STDC can help you stay connected. The public Wi-Fi networks provided through our
South Taranaki libraries have been switched off to help minimize the risk of
people congregating at central points. So to help meet the needs of those in the
community who do not have access to the Internet, the South Taranaki District Council
is supporting a new service provided via Skinny Jump (Spark), whereby community
members without an internet connection can call library staff who can assist them to
set up an email address, register with Skinny Jump and receive a modem and internet
connection at home.
To take up this offer please call their contact centre on 0800 111 323
Remember to stay home, stay away from others, and stay safe.
Wellbeing
The COVID-19 pandemic is an unprecedented event,
and it will challenge us all in the coming weeks. It's ok to
not be ok.
The health, safety, and wellbeing of children and young
people, their families, and teaching staff is a priority for
MOE. They understand that teaching and learning at
home may be a new experience for you, so it's important
to prioritise emotional and social wellbeing as well as
physical wellbeing.
They will be adding wellbeing resources to our new
learningfromhome.govt.nz website shortly, but you can
also find advice under COVID-19 and Wellbeing
here: bit.ly/2w9eUOA

Ministry of Education Learning from Home Website
The Learning from Home and Ki te Ao Mārama
websites are live!
These websites include resources for teachers,
leaders, parents, and whānau. Resources span the
learning pathway from early learning through to senior
secondary, and more resources will be added as
they’re developed.
Learning from Home: bit.ly/2Ueqp0w
Ki te Ao Mārama (in Māori or
English): bit.ly/2xkLduk
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Important Survey

Ko te ahurei o te tamaiti arahia o tatou mahi.
Let the uniqueness of the child guide our work
Before school closed we sent out an online survey asking questions about what
devices you have in your home and your internet access. This was good information
in terms of the overall data for our school but it did not give us individual family
information. Therefore, I will be sending out an email with the specific questions to all
families. Those who we do not hear from will be called by phone, text or through
Facebook Messenger. We need this information so that we can best help you and your
family with home learning from the start of Term 2 on Wednesday 15 April. We are
currently working through the logistics of what will work best for our Normanby School
community.
Some of the questions will include:
 We would like to touch base with you and your child on a regular basis. What
are the best ways for us to connect: email, text, phone, social media, seesaw
app, google meet (simple video meeting)?
 We are keen for tamariki to stay connected with their friends and classmates.
How is your tamariki staying connected currently? What might work for you?
 What devices do you have available for use by your child(ren) for home
learning?
 What is your current situation with access to the internet, are there any data
caps in place?
 What are the best times for your child to use the device for home learning?
 We want to be able to continue to support your child in their learning, but we
want it to be manageable for you. We are keen for this to be fun and supportive,
not stressful. What kinds of learning activities do you think would work best in
your household?
 Some learning activities may need the support of an adult. Is there anyone in
your household who will be able to listen to your child read or help with a
learning activity?
 Do you have a supply of paper, pens, books, art & craft materials, etc.?
 How much time are you able to spend with your child on their home learning?
What is the best time during the day for you to do this?
 Have you used the Seesaw app in the past and would you be happy to use
this again for distance learning and communication during the lockdown
period?
Your Home Learning Environment
As a parent in this new situation we find ourselves in, you do not need to fulfil the role
of teacher. Your role is more likely to be a facilitator, where you help your children
access the resources they need in order to explore their interests and complete a
project; you might suggest interesting activities to your children, or get stuck into
something yourself, which may inspire your children.
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Make sure you get your children involved with running the household. They can do
some cleaning and cooking, and even the older children can be involved with financial
budgeting for groceries or other purchases. Such participation allows children to
meaningfully engage with real-life matters; to learn skills that will help them (and you)
now and later in life. Being at home all day presents a great opportunity to get your
children regularly involved in household operations.
Try to harness teachable moments whenever possible. If your child expresses interest
in something, help them explore this interest. Do you have books on the topic? What
internet searches can they do to find out more? Can you call someone who knows
about the topic? Make use of art supplies, writing resources and digital documentation
to compile some of their learning. While this is by no means necessary, it may help
your children keep track of what they’re doing and seeing some evidence of their
learning may ease your own concerns. However, it’s important to also allow your
children to simply relax, to dabble in projects, to read and play games, to bake, dance,
sleep, play music, and to chat with their friends online or on the phone. All of this is
learning.
This period of self-isolation may be long and
expecting highly regulated learning practices
from your children is not necessary. In fact,
very little learning happens when children are
disengaged or stressed. You, will at times
worry that you’re not doing enough or not
doing it right, but just relax and enjoy being
with your kids because out of that education
will happen, whatever it looks like for your
family.
Don’t panic, don’t try to replicate school, don’t
be the teacher. Be the parent, be a facilitator,
be gentle to yourselves and to your children.
Enjoy your time together. This is a unique
experience that will involve lots of learning for
everyone involved.

Puanga Hub Camp
It is no longer necessary to make the deposit payment. We will not be going ahead
with any fundraising activities at this stage. More information about the proposed
Puanga Hub camp will be shared at a later date.
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Key Dates Reminder:
26 March: Alert Level 4 commenced
28 March: School holidays begin
10 – 14 April: Easter including the Tuesday after Easter
15 April: Term 2 begins (through distance learning)
22 April: Current date for ending of lockdown period (this may change)
27 April: ANZAC Day observed
Physical return to school date to be confirmed.

Thank you
A special note of thanks to all of our essential workers in
our community. Thank you so much for all you are doing
for each and every one of us.

For the rest of us, remember you are saving lives by staying home.
Take care of each other, be safe and be kind.
If you can be anything in this world - BE KIND
Ngā mihi nui
Janelle Jones - Principal.
Phone (06) 272 8023
principal@normanby.school.nz
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